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The committee scrutinized about 3000 replies to a question-
naire issued by it, and came to the following conclusion:

" that the Act had a good educative effect all round.
Among the higher classes, it has lent a helping
hand to the other reforming factors, while among
lower classes it is the only thing which has set
people athmkmg. It has created a force, which,
if properly directed, will do much in effecting
improved social condition. The Act has proved
more than a success."

The committee also considered the desirability of

(a)   enhancing the punishment for child-marriage,

(b)   making the priest performing such a marriage
punishable as an abettor, and

(c)   declaring such marriages void.

As a result of the recommendations by an amendment
passed in 1929

(i)  the marriage of a boy or. a girl under 8 years
of age

(a)    was declared void, and

(b)   the persons responsible for such a  marri-
age were made liable to punishment of
simple imprisonment up to one month or
fine up to Rs. 500 or both;

(11)   the punishment for other 'child'  marriages was

enhanced to Rs. 200; and
(m) the officiating priest was made liable to be

punished as an abettor.

The number of child marriages immediately before this
change was introduced was

7080 in 1925-26;

5283 in 1926-27;

7073 in 1927-28;

After the change, the, number went down to about 3000 in
1932-33 and the percentage of maniages of children below
8 years of age to the total number of child marriages
dwindled from -12 in the year 1929-30 to M)2 in the year
1936-37; - this in spite of the fact that the special concession
given to Kadwa Kunbis of the Mehsana district was taken
away along with the change.